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On August 25, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega announced the selection of a four-member
national reconciliation commission, the first major step in complying with the Aug. 7 regional
peace accord. Committee members are Vice President Sergio Ramirez Mercado (representing the
government); Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo (Roman Catholic Church); Mauricio Diaz, head of
the Popular Social Christian Party (opposition parties), and Gustavo Parajon, head of a Nicaraguan
relief agency ("neutral" respected citizen, with no previous affiliation to government party, or
government employment). State Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley told reporters Aug.
26 that the Nicaraguan government had appointed mostly supporters to the commission and it
was only paying lip service to the Latin American peace accord that established the panel. Oakley
said Washington was pleased to see the Cardinal on the committee, but added that nothing but
Sandinista rhetoric could be expected from Ramirez. She described Diaz as the head of a party
that favored the Sandinista government and said he and Parajon "are unlikely to deviate from the
Sandinista line." (Basic data from REUTERS, 08/27/87)
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